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In This Issue…

 Mayo community meeting set for:

4 April 2017

Mayo Elementary at 7:00pm

PLEASE PASS ALONG INFO TO NEIGHBORS

Parks, traffic, development, schools, water quality, emergency response 
times… What’s going on in Mayo and how will it affect the quality of life that 
we enjoy here? Come to the Mayo community meeting at 7 p.m. on 
Tuesday, April 4, at the Mayo Elementary School, and find out.
 
The Neighbors of the Mayo Peninsula have been looking into a range of 
topics that affect quality of life in our community. We’ve learned a lot. Most 
of all, we’ve learned that all of these pieces are connected, especially when 
you live on a peninsula. 

The county will consider updates to its General Development Plan in 2019 
and 2020. But a lot could happen in Mayo in the meantime. This meeting 
will be a chance to talk about what we’ve learned and share some ideas for 
moving forward, before 2019 — ways in which we, as residents, can shape 
Mayo’s future. 

Please come, and spread the word — we need YOUR input! 

Special thanks to County Councilman Jerry Walker for his support in 
arranging this meeting.

THANK YOU - Neighbors of the Mayo Peninsula 
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The Mayo Messenger
A publication of The Neighbors of the Mayo Peninsula

SPECIAL 
EDITION

In this special edition of the Mayo 
Messenger, you will find brief, 
informative articles highlighting 
topics that will be touched on at 
the Mayo Community Meeting on 
4 April 2017. We hope that you will 
join us.

In This Special Edition 
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Fire Department Services and EMS

The National Fire Protection Association recommends a four-to-eight minute response 
time for fire and emergency medical services. In addition to the obvious threat to our 
health, safety and property, fire station proximity affects the amount we must pay for 

homeowner’s insurance.

The Anne Arundel County Fire Services Deployment Study conducted in 2008 
illustrates:
•The majority of Mayo is not within a four-minute respond window.

•At least half of Mayo exceeds an eight-minute response time.
• A new station was recommended to be built near the intersection of Muddy Creek Road and Central 

Avenue with volunteers remaining at the current Woodland Beach Volunteer Fire Department Station to 
provide supplemental coverage.

There is currently no plan to construct a station at the intersection of Muddy Creek Road and Central Avenue. 
Woodland Beach Volunteer Fire Department purchased land at Route 2 and Route 214 for a station that will better 
serve their coverage area. However, they need your support to accelerate station construction.

Response times in Mayo could be improved by locating a 2-bay substation on the peninsula. This would require 
additional support to gain then county’s interest in helping provide adequate emergency services to our area. Keep 
your ears and eyes open for updates!

Aquifer

The residents of the Mayo Peninsula are served by well 
water. Wells are taps that are drilled into an underground 
water source referred to as an aquifer. In our area of the 
Coastal Plain, the aquifer is in layers, some closer to the 
surface than others. The aquifer is recharged by water that 
has been collected and stored underground for a long period 
of time and by absorbing surface waters from rain and snow. 
There are many risks to aquifers. Leakage from damaged gas 
or oil tanks, fertilizers, pesticides, road salt and leaking 
landfills and septic systems can all pose a hazard to an 
aquifer. Rising sea level is pushing salt water from the Bay 
into coastal wells, which is known as saltwater intrusion. 
Development creates more impervious surfaces like roofs, 
parking lots and driveways, which increase stormwater runoff 
instead of allowing it to soak into the ground. When there are 
too many homes tapped into the same 
aquifer, then there is a possibility that 
the aquifer could go dry. In Mayo, 
there are already problems with 
the water supply coming from 
shallow wells.  Another 
consequence of having too many 
wells on an aquifer is that the land 
that is held up by the groundwater 
could actually sink.

Our Past Successes - Thank You

If you are not familiar with the Rural Conservation Bill 
(Bill 82-16), it put many already congested areas of 
Anne Arundel County into areas that were marked for 
new growth. Many of these areas, like the Mayo 
Peninsula, were struggling with overcrowded schools 
and traffic that not only delayed personal travel, but 
emergency vehicles as well. Many residents came 
together and wrote letters, delivered flyers and 
attended county council meetings. We really showed 
our local government that we care about the 
community we live in! The Capital wrote articles about 
Mayo. The county council sat up as we filled their 
chambers in Annapolis and we raised our voices and 
spoke out about our concerns. And you know what? 
We made them listen and we won. WE won. But 
we’re not done and we need you again. We have a 
meeting 4 April and need everyone there. We need 
volunteers to help spread the word again. We need 
volunteers to go to county council meetings. We need 
volunteers to go to local meetings concerning the 
environment or sewers or parks. We’ve had one 
success and, with the help from everyone, we can 
have many more.
*You can find volunteer opportunities on the website 
and newsletter.
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Proposals Underway For Five Park Sites In Mayo

Planning continues for five county park sites on the Mayo peninsula. Plans are still in “draft” stage, but moving 
toward completion this year. Funding for the process will likely be in the county’s proposed budget for 2018, with 
work expected to begin first at Beverly-Triton Beach Park in 2019. 

The plans affect both new and existing park sites, which will eventually be managed as one unit called the Mayo 
Regional Park. 

Existing sites include Beverly-Triton Beach Park, Mayo Beach Park and South River Farm Park. New sites include 
a parcel at Glebe Heights and the site of the Water Reclamation Facility on Central Avenue (which will close after 
the new wastewater system begins operating). 

Two and possibly three of these parks will depend on entrances from Loch Haven Road. 

In total, for all five sites, the proposals include approximately 8 acres of parking with space for about 1,300 cars.

Plans for Beverly-Triton currently include bathrooms, showers, trail improvements, a car-top boat launch, fishing 
and picnic areas, a public swimming beach and parking for 150 cars. A parking lot of this size, using the county’s 
approximation of 3.5 people per car, has the capacity for 532 people at a time — on peak days, the number could 
be higher as people rotate through. Peak water usage for showers and bathrooms is estimated to be at least 
4,000 gallons per day and may be supported by a waterfront septic field (unless sewer hook-up is permitted).

The draft for South River Farm Park includes two swimming beaches, fishing and picnic areas, a car-top boat 
launch, a waterfront dog park, a disc golf field, bathrooms, showers, trails, and parking for approximately 200 cars. 
The park is also being considered for a potential power boat launch.

The site of the Water Reclamation Facility is currently slated for athletic fields, a dog park and picnic areas. The 
entrance would likely be via Pure Water Way.

The proposal for Mayo Beach Park includes adding parking for 112 additional cars, additional bathrooms and a 
more defined fishing area. 

You can review digital copies of the proposals online at www.aacounty.org/mayo-peninsula, or see large printed 
maps at the Edgewater library (ask at the circulation desk).

The Department of Recreation and Parks has received community input through emails and letters, and from local 
members of the Mayo Parks Planning Committee. You can provide comments now, and send more feedback as 
the plans are revised. Planning meetings are open to the public.

To view the plans on line, provide feedback, and follow announcements about revised plans and meetings of the 
Mayo Parks Planning Committee, visit www.aacounty.org/mayo-peninsula. 

Schools

The Mayo area has some of the best schools in the county which is one of the many reasons why residents 
choose move here. Our area is serviced by the South River feeder system which consists of South River High 
School, Central Middle School, Crofton Woods Middle School, Mayo Elementary, Edgewater Elementary, 
Davidsonville Elementary and Crofton Meadows Elementary. The Mayo Peninsula directly feeds into Mayo 
Elementary, Central Elementary, Central Middle and South River High. South River High is considered ‘closed’ 
which means that it has met 90% of state capacity. Central Middle and Central Elementary are close behind. 
Overcrowding in schools create larger classes and reduce the quality of education in the classroom as well as limit 
access to school related materials such as texts and computers. As stated in the last community meeting in May 
2016, in areas where schools are closed, building permits should be on hold for 6 years to allow the time for 
enrollment to stabilize at which time they will be approved for building.

http://www.aacounty.org/mayo-peninsula
http://www.aacounty.org/mayo-peninsula
http://www.aacounty.org/mayo-peninsula
http://www.aacounty.org/mayo-peninsula
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Building Moratorium May End In June

A building moratorium has been in place on the Mayo peninsula for more than eight years and may be lifted as 
early as June. 

The county established the moratorium in August 2008 because the wastewater treatment system in Mayo did not 
have the capacity to handle additional homes. The moratorium was intended to prevent additional pollution in our 
rivers and to maintain compliance with state regulations while the new system was created.

During the moratorium, some exceptions were made for new construction. Some projects had reached a certain 
stage of permitting and were already factored into the capacity of the old system. Some existing homes were torn 
down and replaced because they did not add significant new loads to the system.

A new development in Glebe Heights is underway because the builder agreed to create and pay for an 
independent wastewater treatment system. It will eventually be connected to the new system.

The new treatment system will pump wastewater through a pipe under the South River to the treatment facility in 
Annapolis. The county expects it to be fully operational in June. At that time, the county can opt to lift the 
moratorium.

According to the county, this will open the way to approximately 630 new homes on the peninsula, with roughly 
45-50 of these to be built in the very near future.

It appears that this number is based mostly on infill lots that are already zoned for development, but it's unclear 
whether it includes subdivisions and lots that could be approved for more than one home.It does not account for 
potential subdivisions of larger parcels. 

The county’s statement on development in Mayo is at www.aacounty.org/mayo-peninsula.

Traffic Congestion

For many years, the Mayo area has dealt with road construction, but there is a foreseeable 
end…or is there. After a broken gas main and a high-voltage electric pole coming down, 
the paving has begun. Mid-April should see the right turn lane open to traffic for right-turns 
only. Although it has been stated that this is the final phase, another phase will begin in 
July when the right lane will be carried over Muddy Creek Road onto the Peninsula and 

merging at the Verizon building back into one lane. The county has given the completion of 
this phase until September. A year was not stated. Eventually, the two east-bound lanes will 
provide a right turn lane onto Muddy Creek Road and go through the intersection to merge 

on the Peninsula. 

The 2003 MD214/MD468 Intersection Improvements Traffic Study (dated 13 February 2003) cites that MD214 
eastbound will continue to have acceptable service until 2005 and then a loss of service (LOS) will occur by 2017. 
The study suggests a thru/right turn lane plus two “recycle” lanes that go through the MD214/MD468 intersection 
to bring the traffic back to an acceptable level. For an explanation of how traffic is studied and rated, see http://
ceds.org/traffic.html#Level_of-Service .

http://www.aacounty.org/mayo-peninsula
http://ceds.org/traffic.html#Level_of-Service
http://www.aacounty.org/mayo-peninsula
http://ceds.org/traffic.html#Level_of-Service
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The Chesapeake and Development

The Chesapeake Bay is the largest estuary on the east coast of the United States. The Bay has a very unique and 
diverse ecosystem and also a very sensitive one. For generations we have been trying to undo the destruction that 
humans have done to the Bay and, for once, we are beginning to see a slight recovery in some areas. Here on the 
Mayo Peninsula, we take pride in our stewardship of the Bay. From the bald eagles at Beverly-Triton Beach to the 
blue crabs swimming in the South River, the Mayo Peninsula is surrounded by a rich variety of land and aquatic 
life. But that life is sensitive and is directly affected by what we do on land. 

Bay grasses are a great indicator of the health of the Chesapeake Bay. They are resilient and abundant in the Bay 
and provide nurseries for young fish and crabs, protection from predators, they release oxygen into the water and 
provide food for the wildlife. Bay grasses are just like every other plant and they need sunlight. When nutrients are 
added to the water such as nitrogen and phosphorus, algae begins to bloom. These nutrients can come from 
wastewater treatment plants, water runoff and air pollution. Air pollution that comes from cars, trucks and other gas 
powered equipment. Air pollution makes up one third of the total nitrogen that is added to the Bay. Nutrients feed 
algae blooms which block the sunlight to the Bay grasses. With the lack of light, the grasses die and create dead 
zones.

Forests are very important to Bay health as well. Not only do forests provide homes and food for woodland animals 
and birds, but they create buffers for the Bay. Trees and plants absorb nutrients before they get to the Bay waters. 
Their roots grow down into the ground and provide stability especially close to shores where waves and 
boat wake erode the shoreline. Trees and plants along the waters edge deliver shade on hot summer 
days and keeps the shallow water cool. Between 1982 and 1997, the Bay lost 750,000 acres of 
forest to development. Of the remaining region, 60% has been divided by roads a n d 
communities. The division of the remaining forests make them less stable and 
prone to wildfires and invasive species. 

You can receive free buffer bundles from the AACo Watershed Stewards Academy. 
Please see their website at aawsa.org/backyard-buffers .

To keep current on all Mayo Peninsula 
events and news visit us at:

Website 
www.neighborsofthemayopeninsula.org
You can sign up for the newsletter here 
too!

Facebook (Neighbors of the Mayo 
Peninsula)

Twitter (Mayo_Neighbors)

You Tube (Neighbors of the Mayo 
Peninsula)

What We Would Like To See
(From the Neighbors of the Mayo Peninsula)

What we would like to see in the future is the 
chance for Mayo residents to create our own 
updated plan for the peninsula, in cooperation 
with Anne Arundel County, similar to the Small 
Area Plan (SAP)  that was created in 2002. It 
should be a plan that looks at all the aspects of 
quality of life in Mayo and the combined impact of 
activities that affect it.We feel that the residents 
on the Mayo Peninsula would have a lot to offer 
when it comes to making decisions about new 
development, parks and recreation and 
environmental protection and restoration. We 
would like to be a model for other peninsulas in 
hope that they too can have input in their own 
plan. Peninsulas are unique areas that we don’t 
believe fit into cookie cutter plans. We would also 
like to see more transparency in our local 
government so that we can be well informed 
about the decisions and plans that will affect our 
lives and communities. 

http://www.neighborsofthemayopeninsula.org
http://aawsa.org/backyard-buffers
http://aawsa.org/backyard-buffers
http://www.neighborsofthemayopeninsula.org

